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ed 


1 | To the Right Honourable 


ROBERT 
Farl of OXFORD 


AN D 


Earl MORTIMER, 


Knight of the moſt Noble 
Order of the Gar TER. 


= Have no other Mo- 
tive in prefixing Your 
Lord{hip's good Name 
to theſe Papers, but 
the Belief, that the 
Slice 5 God has rendred You a 
Pattern, and a recommending In- 
{tance | 


The Dedic cation. 


4 of Virtue and en and 
that You have the Advantage of 
living the Great Things in Chri- 
ſtianity, amidſt the 2 Honours 
of temporary Rleſſings; a Happi- 

neſs truly Chriſtian, that makes 


* wondrous Advances for the celeſti- 


al Kingdom. My Lord, *tis the 


peculiar Felicity of Your Perſon, 
that Your Mind excels in Good- 
neſs and Learning the Greatneſs of 


Your Condition: Thoſe Chriſtian 


Heroes, who can forgive and bleſs 
their Enemies, and have overcome 
themſelves and the World, wear 
heaven-born Minds, full of Mercy, 
and Good Works, that can never 


be faid to make Religion their 


Craft, nor Godlineſs their Gain. 
The teuth, the hard Parts of the 


Chriſtian Law Your Goodneſs has 


digeſted : and by long Cuſtom is 
become to You an eaſy Yoke, and 


a light Burthen ; for if we dont 
blot 


The Dedication. iii 
blot the Divine Image, nor (forfeit 
the Honour of our Relation to God 
His Loving-Kindneſs (better than 
Life it ſelf) will fall upon the 
wonderful Works of his own Hands: 
The Commendations within us, are 
our only Support, our richeſt Cor- 
dial; wad we ſhall fare neither bet- 
ter nor worſe, for what we' are 
thought of in this World; but as 
we ſhall in truth be found to be, 
by the All-powerful God, who foe 
ah in ſecret, and will — 1s 
openly, ----- How much greater then 
will His Rewards be, than our 
Loſſes here? When we have been 
harrafſed and inſulted among Mor- 
tals ; diſguiſed and painted out of 
of all Likeneſs, and ill entertained; 
How reviving a Pleaſure muſt itbe, 
to be welcom'd by thoſe great and 
good Spirits above, ho purchaſed 
Happinets with the ſame Expence 
and Charge? Sufferings, whether 
from 


The Dedlication. 


from Heaven or Men, bring their 


Profit with em, even when Wrong- 


ful, and undeſerv'd, and help to 
cure us of all ſpiritual and vain- 
glorious Diſeaſes; and by that con- 
vince us, that the Praiſe of Men 
is of little worth. When Innocence 
and Goodneſs can't protect us from 
Slander and Reproaches, they 
teach us to look within, and {et 
a due Value on a ſpotleſs Mind, 
and the righteous Approbation of © 


God, the Searcher of Hearts. The 


Integrity and Patience which a- 
dorns Your Noble Chriſtian Life, 
proceeds from the Senſe of Your | 
Obligations to the Honour and Ser- 
vice of God: The very beſt of 
Men have undergone {ſevere Try- 
als, and they who have. ſet their 
Hearts on Religion and Vertue, 
(the trueſt Greatneſs) all the Sa- 
tisfaction they can take in the Ad- 


vantages of Title and Fortune here, 
IS 


Te Dedicatiun. 
is the Dedicating of em to God's 
Service and Honour ; by a right 
Application of the Talents of Na- 
ture, and Grace, as will give em 
full Aſſurance of are Dignities 
and Glones hereafter. * -* N 
Vuoour good Works, my Lord; f 

have render'd You a Publick Bleſ- | 
fing, and an Ornament to the 
Church and Age wherein You live: 
and the wiſe Improvement of thoſe 
valuable Talents will cauſe. Your 
Light to ſhine bright to Poſterity, 
and future Generations to call You 
Bleſſed. There is, my Lord, a pe- 
culiar Greatneſs ande Gravity in 
Vour Reaſoning; a Magnificence 
of Thought, that ſhows the Ini- 
quity of a ſelfiſh Temper in them, 
who make Conſcience Impracti- 
cable, and Politicks fall foul up- 
on Chriſtian Morals: But Reaſon 
rightly managed exceeds Craft, as 


far as Wiſdom does Folly. The 
. B Se- 


vi The. Dedication, 


Generoſity of Vour Principles are 
no leſs Remarkable, in the ſurpri- 
zing Strength and Force of Argu- 


ment, that ſhous em not Incom- 


patible with the Laws of Truth 
and — ; but that Men may 
be Happy, and Excel, without 
55 er Faith, or blemiſhing 


their Honour. | Theſe Papers may 


be a; juft Tribute to à Perſon ſo 
truly Great, if Wiſdom, Piety, 
Learning, and a large beneficent 

Mind, may be allow d to conſtitute 
that Character; ; lo great a, Lover 


0 of every Thing that is Praiſe-wor- 


thy, that Vou ſcorn to be govern'd 


by any other Rule than that of 


Reaſon and Juſtice. Your Life; 
my Lord, ſtands diſtinguiſhed as 
much by a ſolid and ſubſtantial 
Piety, as by the improved Advan- 
tages of a learned Education in the 
higheſt Order of Men. In antient 
e, twas the finiſhed Charact- 


er 


Te Dedication. vii 


er of a good Man to paſs through 


Sufferings, to juſtify the Principle 
of his Vertue: Your Lordſhip ex 
cels in all the ſuffering Vertues, which 
are the peculiar Beauties in Chri- 


ſtianity, and which the Allwiſe 
and good Providence of God has 


called upon You to exerciſe; to for- 
give, and enjoy tne charming Plea- 


ſure of Forgtveneſs. To overcome 


Evil with Good, the ſoft melting 
Way taught us from Heaven; to pre- 
ſerve Peace on Earth, and good Will 


to Mankind ; to be humble in Ho- 


nour; mortified to Earthy Plea- 


ſures; poor in Spirit, amidſt all 
the Riches of Grace, Nature and 
Fortune : Theſe are. the fincere, 
and moſt elevated Vertues of the 
Chriſtian Religion, in the Practice 
of which, we may quench the moſt 
raging Violence of an inflamed 
World; and by ſuch eminent Pie- 
ties as theſe, we ſhall arrive at 

; B 2 Chri- 


viii The Dedication. 

Chriſtian: Perfection: This. orna- 
mental Armour of Righteouſneſs, 
in the Sight of God, and all good 
Men, will diſtinguiſh You as much 
among the Bleſt above, as You have 
been here among the Beft below. 
Long therefore may You live to 
ſhine before Men, till You come to 
the Grave 1n a good old Age ; and 
may we live to ſee more of Your 
good Works, and glorify God in 
Heaven for em, is the Prayer of 
him, who has a great Veneration 


and Eſteem for Your Lordſhip, 


Tour Honour's 
moSt Otbedient 


1 Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM CREMER, 
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GALA Tr. VI. 14. 


God forbid that T ſhould Glory, 
ade in the Croſs of our Lord Feſus 


Christ. 
HE Jews, the Irael of God, 


who came into Chriſtianity, 
after their Enrolment under 
Chriſt's Banner, fiercely con- 
tended, not only for the Con- 
tinuance of Circumciſion a- 
mong themſelves; but for obliging the Gen- 
tile Proſelites to the ſame Cuſtom alſo. They 
were confirmed in this Error by the Exam- 
ple and Practice of St. Peter, the Apoſtle of 


— = 
— — 


the Circumciſion; it being the Fate of the 


Church of Chriſt then, as well as ſince, to 
have ſome of its Leaders betray the Truth 
and Intereſt of it, by baſe and unworthy 
Compliances with its Enemies. St. Peter thus 
Judaizing contrary to his own Conſcience 
and the Truth of the Goſpel, St. Paul _ 
00 


* J 


aj.” Tuo Orations of © ©. 
ſtood Why to the Face, and would not ſabs 
ject the Heathen Converts to the Yoke of 
Bondage, the Qbſervation of the Law, that 
the Truth of the Goſpel of Chriſt might 
continue with them. 

Now the Croſs and the Sufferings of Chriſt | 
on it, was the Foundation of the Doctrine 
of our Salvation, by Faith in his Blood; of 
the Ceſſation of the Ceremonial Law, and 
the Removal of the Partition-Wall betwixt 
the Few and Gentile: At this the Jews were 
ſcandalized, and perſecuted thoſe who thought 
this was the Conſequence- of our Lord's 
Death and Sufferings : They conſtrain you, 


ſays St. Paul, to be Circumciſed, left they ſhould 


ſuffer Perſecution for the Croſs of Clift for 
neither do they themſelves, who are Circumci- 
fed, keep the Law, but deſire to have you Cir- 
cumciſed, that they may glory in your Fleſh, But 
God forbid, &c. 

By the Croſs of Chriſt we are to unders 
ſtand not only the fingle Article of Faith, 
that Chriſt, the Anointed of God, was cru- 
cified upon the Croſs ; but like wiſe all the 
Motives to, the Ends and Conſequences of 
his Death; for when St. Paul determines to 
know nothing but Jeſus Christ, and him crucified, 
his Meaning was not to confine himſelf to 
our Lord's Crucifixion ; but to hold up this 
Doctrine, and his preaching of it, againſt 
the Excellency of Man's. Wiſdom, by which 
the Heathen Orators did inſinuate themſelves 
into their Hearers- 

Now this capital Article of our Faith was 
fitteſt to be mentioned of any other, and ſo 
by an eaſy Scheme of Speech, included the 

Whole 


the Doctrine of 2he Croſs. {> 

Whole of Chriſtianity, and twas the Point 
which all the Enemies of our Religion bat- 
tled moſt. It was to the Jews a Stumbling- 
block, and to the Greeks Fooltſhneſs, To bid 
the Jews. hope for Salvation, by the Suffer- 
ings of the Son of God, they thought no 
gre a Contradiction con'd be formed, than 
to affirm the ſame Perſon to be their Chriſt, 
and to be Crucified ; for they expected their 
Meſſiah to come with Pomp and Terror, and 
conquer the World for them, therefore this 
Doctrine was an Offence. And to the hea- 
then World, who abounded wich Models of 
their own imaginary Wiſdom, they with great 
Confidence cried down the heaven'y'Widom 
as Mean and Low, as deſpicable Barbariſm, 
and! to them Fooliſhneſs. So that in fhort, 
the whole of the Chriſtian Religion, as ir 
ſtands dif inguifhed from all others, from 
Jew or Gentile, is to be underſtood of the 
Croſs of Chriſt. 
It is very plain to all who read the New 
Teſtament, the Covenant of our Lord Jeſus, 
with an honeſt Heart, that Chriſtianity is to 
be ſpread and maintained only by theſe di- 
vine Characters it bears, by Humility and 
Mee kneſs, by Purity and Peace, by Heavenly- 
mindedneſs and Contempt of the Vanities of 
of this World, by Contentedneſs and Reſig- 
nation to the Will of God. The holy Lives 
of its Profeſſors did diffuſe the Excellency of 
theſe Doctrines oer the Face of the Earth at 
its firſt Appearance; nor can it be ſecur d, or 
convey d to Poſteriry; bat by the ſame Me- 
thods; Prayers and Tears, ſtrong Arguments 
and holy. Lives, are the only law ful Ways of 
defending 


4 Two Orations on 
defending our Religion: Them (thanks be 
to God) we can't be deprived of, but by 
our own Fault, being out of the Reach of 
the moſt violent Perſecutors ; for where theſe 
Virtues practically poſſeſs the Heart, they 
preſerve us from being either aſhamed, or a- 
fraid of the Croſs of Chriſt. Now our glori- 
ous Law-giver, who ſpake as never Man 
ſpake, and ſuffer d as never Man did, when 
he convers d on Earth, he gave us a govern- 
ing Principle for our Lives, whereon the 
beautiful Fabrick of Chriſtian Virtues muſt 
ſtand; and that is, the firm Perſuaſion of a 
Life to come, as the proper Seaſon of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, the. only State of 
Happineſs and Miſery, truly ſo called ; in 
Compariſon of which, every thing in this 
State of Trial, is of little Conſideration, of 
ſmall Importance, than as it tends to the de- 
termining our State in that Eternity we ex- 
pect hereafter. They therefore, who look no 
farther than Humane Means, through cor- 
rupt Humane Nature, may well be ſurpriz d 
when they ſee the Foundations of a Religion 
laid in the Diſgrace of a crucified Maſter, 
and the Sufferings of his Followers, treated 
with unrelenting Barbarity and Spight, and 
murder'd under the Notion of doing Service 
to God; and all this without the Pretence of 
any Crime, but their ſtedfaſt Adherence to 
the Doctrine of the Croſs. The Profeſſion of 
the Bleſſed Goſpel was then to the World a 
Terror; the Many was diſcouraged from al- 
lowing it any part of their Conſideration ; 
and the Few who had confeſs'd it, when 
Dangers and Loſſes came, forſook it. Like 
18 | raſh 


the Doctrine of the Croſs, F 
taſh Builders, they had not computed the 
Expence, nor provided for ſuſtaining any 
Loſs; to worldly-minded Men funk in Sen- 
ſuality, the Doctrines of the Croſs will al- 
ways be an Offence ; for to ſuffer like a Chri- 
ſtian is, in ſome Mens eſteem, a laviſh, un- 
natural, and pernicious Doctrine: Now, to 
call the Doctrine of the Croſs pernicious, is 
as good Divinity— as they do with Law and 
Senſe, call Non-reſiſtance a traiterous Do- 
ctrine; and as our Church teaches theſe Do- 
ctrines in her Homilies, as ſhe received em 
from the Word of God, ſo they might have 
ſpared their ill Language, it being too aſſu- 
ming to contradi& the Wiſdom of God, and 
the publick Wiſdom of this Church : For 
whatever elſe ſhe may be aſhamed of, ſhe has 
no Reaſon to be aſhamed of her Doctrines, 
but her Doctors; the Pſeudo-Didaſcaloi. | 

To be a Chriſtian is a greater Thing, and 
a more honourable Character than theſe Men 
imagine ; for, till we are got above the Fear 
of Death, tis in every Body's Power to make 
us renounce our Hopes of Heaven. How 
different was the living Chriſtianity of the 
Primitive Ages, from what is pracis'd now- 
a-days ? They gladly parted with all for the 
Goſpel's ſake, and rejoyced they were count- 
ed worthy to ſuffer for the Name of Chriit ; 
ſo little fond were they of the Goods of this 
Tire; or even Fits OT 

Whereas we dread nothing more, I dont 
fay, than taking up the Croſs; but of run- 
ning the leaſt Hazard for any Truth of the 
Goſpel : and becauſe . Ab not Goodneſs 
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6 Two Orations o | 
or Honeſty enough to practiſe em, we tale 
the Boldneſs from thence to conclude, that 
they ought not to be practis d. But to draw 
a Veil over our Shame, I paſs, on to examine 
.a fallacious Objection, that this Doctrine of 
' the Croſs, .whereunto we are call d to endure 
Grief, ſuffering wrongfully, as Chriſt alſo 
2 ſuffered, leaving us as an 1 is, they 
ſay, contrary to the fundamental Law of 
Self-preſervation ; ſo that, with this Princt- 
ple, the Foundations of Chriſtianity ſhall be 
undermined, and the Word of God expoſed, 
as if God himſelf contradicted his own Or- 
dinances, by giving us a Law in the Goſpel, 


| | that ſhould ſet aſide the Law of our Hearts. 
| 


Self-preſervation (ſays. that Learned Caſuiſt, 


mento) is no Law of Nature, but merely a 
natural Inſtin& given to every Creature, as 
well as Man, to defend it ſelf, and preſerve 
the Creation from being diſſolved; for if it 
were a Law of Nature, it wou'd: be a Sin to 
ſubmit and reſign Life, even when juſtly con- 
demn'd. But the Abuſe of this Word, like 
Liberty of Conſcience, @&c. is to rebel and 
reliſt when they pleaſe, and to draw an Ar- 
gument from Inſtinct to riſe up againſt law- 
ul Authority. They affirm, evil Princes 
may be reſiſted, as Robbers; when God has 
forbid Reſiſtance both to good and evil 
Princes, bat not to Robbers: And Rebelli- 
on 1s certainly Treaſon againſt God and the 
King, againſt all Laws Divine and Humane, 
the Law of Nature, Nations, and the Di- 
vane Revelation of God's Will. The Rea- 
ſon why rebellious Spirits abuſe this Word 

Self 


| | ' Biſhop Sanderſon, in his Prelectiones de Jura- 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs. 7 
Self-preſervation) is, becauſe they conſider 
Humane Nature but by halves, know no 
Happineſs, but from this World; nor any 
Miferies, but what the Body may feel here: 
But the great Advantage of this mean Life is 
to ſtand in a Capacity for a better, for the 
Colonies of Heaven muſt be drawn from 
Earth. IU 
The firſt Man Adam came into this World 
with the Powers alſo for a better; platited 
in Paradiſe, not only to repleniſh the Earth, 
but the everlaſting Manſions above, therefore 
the Mind is peculiarly the Man. The Perfecti- 
on of this nobler Part, is the ultimate Happi- 
. neſs of our Nature; our Soul then is trüly 
our ſelf, and in preſerving that from Evil, is 
truly Self- preſervation. And ſince there is 
ſomething of us that will ſtill live on, we 
ought to join both Lives together, and live in 
one but for the other: What the Self- preſer- 
vation were a natural Duty, a Law of cor- 
rupt Nature? Muſt all Laws Divine and Hu- 
mane do Homage to that? Are we forbid or 
commanded to ſuffer for God's ſake, that we 
may ſave our ſelves for ever? Alas! the Ene- 
mies of the Croſs of Chriſt leave out the other 
World, and regard only this: Do we believe 
our Saviour, when he ſays, That to ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs fake, is the Way to preſerve 
our Souls and Bodies; and to find the Hap- 
pineſs of Eternal Life. TWo Evils are pro- 
poſed, a Natural and a Moral; the one af- 
fects the Senſitive Part, the other the Spiri- 
tual; to preſerve our ſelves from the greateſt 
Evil then, muſt be Self-. preſervation: There - 
fore the taking up the 8 as preſcribed = 
| Ta | - is ; Tac 
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8 Tuo Orations on 
the Goſpel, is a reaſonable Command, be- 
cauſe we obey it not to our loſs ; but in ex- 
change for a periſhing Life to one of Glory 
and[mmortality. - This St. Paul affirmed to the 
Jews, that they took joyfully the ſpoiling of 
their Goods, as knowing in themſelves, thar 
they had a better and more enduring Sub- 
ſtance in Heaven: And the Saints and Suf- 
ferers, for God and a good Conſcience, choſe 
to part with a corruptible Body, to receive 
it glorified at the Reſurrection of the Juſt. 
Life then mult be preſerv d till God calls for 
it to be laid down, to bear Witneſs of the 
Truth; or to give an Example of Patience, 
Conſtancy, and ſuch Virtues, whereby we 
may glorify God's Name, and edify his 
nurch. | 
St. Job argues from Chriſt's laying down 
his Life, to the Neceſſity of our laying down 
our Lives for the Brethren, to 1mitate the 
Sufferings of the Head, and to be conformed 
to the bleſſed Jeſus. This the Apoſtle calls 
the New Commandment: A ſhort Affliction for 
Chriſt's ſake working for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory: 
Theſe are Exerciſes of Virtue, and Oppor- 
tunities of encreaſing our Rewards, which 
deprive us of no real Good; but bring 
much to the Soul of Man, fortifying it with 
ſuch a Joy as no one can take from us. What 
Cauſe have we then to bluſh, that among 
Men, who call themſelves Chriſtians, nay, Pa- 
ſtors and Teachers in the Church of God, 
there ſhouid be any Inſtances of Men, who ſell 
themſelves to work Wickedneſs, of depraved 
Affections, and debauched Morals, who take 
the 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs. d 
the Confidence of charging the Goſpel of 


Chriſt with Fooliſhneſs, of calling the Do- 


ctrine of the Croſs a pernicious, ſlaviſn, and 
unnatural Doctrine, which when ſeen in its 
true Light, is certainly the moſt exalted Wiſ- 
dom. If they (ſays the holy Ignatius, in his 
Epiſtle to the Epheſians) ſuffer Death, who 
corrupt themſelves in the Fleſh, how much 
more ſhall he die, who, by his wicked Do- 
ctrine, corrupts the Faith of God, for which 
Chriſt was crucified ? Let rhoſe conſider how 
much of their Neighbour's Guilt they have 
to anſwer for? And how many Souls expo- 
ſed to Ruine, by venting and propagating 
Anti-Chriſtian Doctrines, impious, immoral, 


and unchriſtian Principles, under the inſin- 


cere Notion of the Kingdom of Chriſt? But 
with a bad View, and an evil Intent, ſincere- 
ly to deſtroy the Church of God; for if 
Chriſt has left no viſible Humane Authori ; 
ty, no regular Miſſion, no valid Ordinances, 
but that theſe are vain Words, Niceties, 
Trifles and Dreams? Then all may be A- 
poſtles, all Teachers, to promote Confuſion 
and every evil Work; from whence weak 
Minds are ſtrangely tempted to conclude, 
that all Religion is a Cheat; or that it allows 
ſome Men to tranſgreſs upon ſpecial Occaſi- 
ons; than which, there can't be a greater Re- 
proach to the Holineſs of God. Let us be- 


ware then of taking our Meaſures of Qbedi- 


ence from ſuch Mens deluſive Notions ; 
tis as if we ſhould make a Judgment of Hu- 
mane Nature from the Blind and the Lame; 
the monſtrous and abortive Births, which 
are not the Standard, but the Defects and 
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10 Two Orations on 


Reproaches of Humane Nature; for, in ef- 


fe, no better are thoſe Men, whole Eyes 


the God of this World has blinded. 


But to proceed in proof of the Doctrine 
of the Croſs, by Scripture, Reaſon, and Ex- 
ample. ; #179 

To purſue inordinately the temporal Things 
of this Life, is certainly unbecoming a rati- 


onal Creature; to obtain by Fraud and Vio- 
lence, Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, muſt be con- 


trary to the Laws of Nature, as it teaches 


all others to deal with us, and to diſcard 


common Honeſty and Probity out of the 
World, which the very Heathens had in great 
Veneration. There was nothing which their 
wiſe Man was not prepared to do and ſuffer, 
ta preſerve his Virtue and Integrity; ſurely 
then it muſt be unworthy a Chriſtian to de- 
ſert the Comforts of the holy Spirit, the Te- 
ſtimony of a good Confeſſion, and the Hopes 
of Heaven, for the Sufferings he may endure 
in this preſent World : To quit a ſhort and 
fading Life, which mutt give place to Death 
to live for ever; to part with a Life of Mi- 
ſery and Trouble, Infamy and Shame, (which 
the Denial of our Lord muſt ſubje& us to) 
for a Lite of celeſtial Joy and endleſs Hap- 
pineſs. Now if they who had no Promiſes 
of eternal Life, had this for a Rule, that 
Men were not to be concerned, Quam diu, 


fed. quam bene vivitur, Not how long, but how 


well they lived ? If their wiſe Man was not 
to be frightned from the Performance of his 
Duty by hopes of Life, or fears of Death ; 


| whether he lived or died, but only whether 
he acted as became a juſt and good Man? 


Hath 


OE I G00 ( 


as. 


] 


1 


8 
3 
F 
Q 
h 


the Doctrine of the Croſs. 1 


Hath not the Chriſtian then greater reaſon 


to run with patience the Race that is ſet be- 


fore him, that at the End he may be recom- 


penced with Life Eternal? Not to fear them 
Who can only kill the Body, and after that 


have no more that they can do; but to fear 


that God who can deſtroy both Spirit and 


Fleſh, Soul and Body in Hell Fire. Tis 


true, theſe Vertues are to be acquired by 


_ Pains, and prudent Reſtraints, while we are 
tabernacled in Bodies of Fleſh; and act by 


Impreſſions of Senſe ; therefore every Ad- 
vance of Vertue is a Step, by which we 
climb up nearer to the Regions of Glory: 


And the ſuffering Vertues are not only the 


beſt Expedients for all the true Happineſs . 
we can have in this World, but they are in- 
diſpenſable Preparations, and Prediſpoſitions, 
for all we can hope for in the other. There 


is no Pain conſiderable, but from an evil 
Conſcience; nor any Pleaſure, but from a 


good one. If we apprehend this aright, we 
ſhall not be obnoxious to the fiery Darts of 
the Wicked, whether the Devil, or his In- 
ſtruments, in Humane Shape; tho' the Chil- 
dren of the Devil, and this World, are al- 
ways reſolved that they who will live godly in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution of one 
ſort or another. Tis not our Blood, but our 
Faith, Fortitude, and Perſeverance, that God 
requires. Neither Abraham, Iſaac nor Wes 
loſt their Lives for Religion, yet their Faith, 
and exemplary Piety, has given em the firſt 


Rank among the Patriarchs; made em, as it 


were, the Standard in Paradiſe, the Port and 
Haven for happy Souls to repair unto. 


Twas 


12 Tuo Orations 0» 
*Twas theſe Patriarchs and Prophets, who 
ſet ſuch excellent Examples, ſuch admirable 
Rules for Piety and Conduct to the ſeven 
Brethren in the Maccabees, who ſacrificed 
themſelves in Vindication of their Law, and 
in defence of the Conſtitution of their God. 
Theſe true Hebrews, theſe faithful Sons of 
Abraham, ſuffered for Religion and a good 
Conſcience. St. Paul fays, they were tor- 
tured; not accepting of Deliverance; theſe 
magnanimous young Men, theſe Champions 
for Truth, adhered to the Divine Inſtitutions 
of their Anceſtors, with ſo much Reſolution, 
that they knew no other way to Life and 
Happineſs, but by ſubmitting to a cruel 
Death for the Law of their God : And we 
read the. Meſſages ſent by Almighty God of 
old difpleaſed Prince and People ; they could 
not bear the Prophets Repoofs ; they over- 
look d their Commiſſion, and kill'd thoſe 
who endeavour'd to preſerve them. That 
evangelical Prophet Jſaiah was ſawn aſunder 
with a wooden Saw, according to the Tra- 
dition of the Jeus, under King  Maxaſſeth. 
Not to collect Inſtances, the very beſt of 
Men, in all Ages, have opened their way to 
Glory, through Tribulations, and Dangers 
ſurmounted; harraſſed and perſecuted into 
Greatneſs, and, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of our 
dear Lord, made perfect by Sufferings. Theſe 
were the Favorites of God, of whom this 
World was not worthy. And if we Chriſti- 
ans would but think over the Life of our 
Bleſſed Founder, Jeſus Chriſt ; Was not the 
Judge of the whole World ſet to the Bar? 
Was not Truth it ſelf over-born by falſe 
Wit- 
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Witneſſes > Was not Innocence charged with 
Guilt, and Righteouſneſs it [ſelf made Un- 


_ righteous ? And when Nature broke out in- 


to Prodigies, and abhorred the Spectacle; 
when the Rocks rent, and the Earth was in 


Convulſions, and the Sun preternaturally.e- 


clipſed; Our Bleſſed Lord, our ſuffering 
Head, was pleas d to be paſſive, ſilent, con- 
tent, and reſign d; his Patience was not ex- 
hauſted under All their Barbarities : He 


humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 


Death, even the Death of the Croſs. And tho 
the Preaching of it is to them that periſh 


Fcoliſhneſs; yet to them that are ſaved tis 
the Power of God. The ſame Perſon who 


was anointed a; King to govern the World, 
was ordaind a Prophet to teach this Do- 
ctrine, and conſecrated a Prieſt to ſacrifice 
for it; Himſelf being the Oblation; he 
ſuffered, the | Juſt for the Unjuſt, that even 
they who ſhed his Blood might have the 
Benefit of his Paſſion, and live by that Life 
they deſtroy'd. Now Chriſt is our Way, and 


oux Example, and if we abide in him, we 


ought to walk as he walk'd, and follow'his 
Steps: The Patriarchs and Prophets, who 


were the Types of his Patience, went thro: 


the hardeſt Tryals, and bore down the Re- 
luctance of Fleſh and Blood, thro' Faith in 
Chriſt to come, before he was manifeſt in 


the Fleſh; and the Martyrs have witneſs'd 
the ſame in Chriſtianity : All theſe ancient 


Worthies, by Faith ſo nobly diſtinguiſh, 


made their way to Glory by Paſſive- 


neſs, and Reſignation to the Will of God? 
Theſe under the Altar cry aloud for Ven- 
| 5 5 geance 


14 © © Two Orations on 
geance, but are bidden to reſt for a lit- 
dle Seaſon, till their Fellow-Servants and 
their Brethren, that ſhould be kill'd as they 
were, ſhould be fulfilted. At our Lord's Se- 
cond Coming in Majeſty and Power, then 
his Right-Hand will find out them that hate 
him ; his Enemies then will feel the Weight 
of his Divine Sceptre, and then will inju- 
red Innocence receive Reparation. | 

The Apoſtles, ,who were choſen to bear 
the Name of Chriſt before all the World ; 
(which denotes a ſpecial Calling) and be- 
ſpeaks the higheſt regard for the Honour of 
his Trath, and the Welfare of Religion ; 
they look'd unto Jeſus, the Great Author 

and Finiſher of their Faith, trod in his 
Steps, follow'd him to the Croſs, and de- 
foiled the Shame of it: They knew by the 
Good Spirit of God, that if they were re- 
ptoached for the Name of Chriſt, happy 
mould they be; That the Spirit of Glory 
and of God, would reſt upon em: And 
thus theſe Great Leaders, with all the No- 
ble Army of Martyrs, and Confeſſors, ob- 
tained à laſting Fame in this World, and 
by laying down their Lives for the Truth 
ok God's Church, the brighteſt Crowns in 
the Other: Thetefore if any Man ſuffer as 
a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed; but 
let him glorify God on that Behalf 
The Apoſtolick or the moſt Eminent Fa- 
thers of the Primitive Church, who from 
the exemplary Piety of their Lives, were 
held in the greateſt Veneration, as they - 
dorned their Holy Profeſſion, and conſitm d 
the Truth of it Wich their Blood : St. Cle- 
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ment Remauus, whom St Paul mentions _ as 
| One whole Name Was Written in the Book 
of Life, and who was Fellow Labohfer with | 


him in the Goſpel, he run the ſame. Race, 
and fought the {ame Fight; | (5. % he was 
thrown into the Bottom of the Sea, that 
the Chriſtians at Rome (of whom he was 
the Head of the. Society) might deſpair to 
find him. This kind of Death was in uſe 
both among the Greeks and Romans; and to 
this our Lord alludes, when he pronounces 
it better that a Milſtone were hanged about 
his Neek, and he caſt into the Bottom of 


the Sea. So that we may ſay of this Apo- 


ſtolical Man, as he does of St. Peter, and. St. 
Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, being 
martyrd,. he went to the Place dye unto 
him; he departed out of the World, and 
went to the Holy Place. OE 1. 
St. Ignatius the Holy Biſhop of Antioch, was 
carry d bound in Chains to Rome, and thrown 
to wild Beaſts. For Chriſtianity, ſays he, (in 
his Epiſtle to the un is not the Work 
of an outward Profeſſion, but ſhe ws itſelf in 
the Power of Faith; and ſo by ſuffering. I 
may become the True Diſciple of him, who 
gave himſelf an Offering to God for me. 
My Soul (ſays this pious Father) be Sure- 
ty for All ſuch as = in the Croſs ; which 
is indeed a Scandal to Unbelievers, but to 
us is Salvation and Life Eternal,  _ - 
Another Apoſtolical Man, the Holy Mar- 


tyr St. Polycarp, Biſhop of Smyrua, was im- 


portuned to ſwear by Cæſars Genius; know 
then ſays he, I am a Chriſtian: You threat- 
en me with a Fire that burns for an Hour, 
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but are ignorant of the Judgment to come, 
and of the Fire of Eternal Damnation. This 


Great Doctor of Ala, and the Father of 


the Chriſtians, (as the Aſſembly at Smyrna 
called him,) was burnt at the Stake as a 
glorious Martyr; and bleſs'd God that he 
receiy'd a Portion in the Number of the 


Holy Martyrs, that he had the Honour to 


Acipk of Chriſt's Cup, and to be found an 
acceptable Sacrifice. 

There is nothing ( ſays. Juſtin Martyr ) 
which we more carneſtly defjre than to en- 


dure Torments for the ſake of the Lord Je- 


ſus; for we are Chriſtians, and can't ſacri- 
fice to Devils. He preſently received the 
Sentence, and was beheaded. 

St. Irena, Biſhop of Lyons, is ſaid by 
the antient Martyrologies, to have ſuffer d 
the ſame Death with moſt of his People in 
that vaſt and populous City. The laſt I 
will mention, is St. Gprian, Biſhop of Car- 


_ thage, to whom the Proconſul ask d, Art thou 
| Cypran, Biſhop and Father to Men of an 


impious Mind, the Emperor commands 
thee to do Sacrifice? The Holy Martyr 


replies, I am Cyprian, I am a Chriſtian; on 


which he was ſentenced to be beheaded : 1 
thank the Immortal God, ee he) who is 
pes to ſet me free from the Chains of this 

ody. We may diſcern, it was the firm Belief 
of all theſe Holy Martyrs, that they who had 
the Honour to ſuffer for the Faith, ſhould 
have a Degree of Glory peculiar to them- 
ſelves, above all other Saints in Chrift's 
Kingdom. Theſe Biſhops of the moſt fa- 


" obs Churches of the World, were Men of 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs. 17 
2 conſummate Piety, adorn d with all thoſe 
Chriſtian Vertues they recommended to 
their People; they liv'd what they taught, 


and they taught evermore the true Doctrine 


of Chriſt, which they received from the A- 
poſtles, and deliver d to the Churches. The 
Piety of their Lives, and Care for the. 
Truth, and Purity of their Religion, their 
Perſeverance in maintaining it, was wonder- 
ful, even unto Death? And God no doubt 
was pleaſed to grant to theſe firſt-rate Chri- 
ſtians a more than ordinary Portion of his 
holy Spirit for the diſcharge of their divine 
Office. 

They were 10 atm with the Expecta- 
tions of a Kingdom above, that they did 
little elſe but prepare to dye, and to get out 
of this World: So far were they from ma- 
king their Sufferings an Objection againſt 
Providence, that they look d upon them as 
fulfilling of Prophe ſi ies; and counted it all 
Joy when they fell into diverſe Temptations. 
| The Seat of ewe in Heaven the Right 

Hand of God, is poſſeſt by our Bleſſed 
Lord as the Purchase of his Paſſion; near 
him in order the Apoſtles and Martyrs are 
advanced, as they haye overcome: The Re- 
compence of Reward is given, and the Sut- 
ferer crown'd, as they have excelled in Chri- 
ſtian Graces. The Princes and Nables of 
the Court of Heaven, are they who have 
been Stript, and Murdered, Afflicted, Tor- 
mented. God the Fountain of true Honours 
proclaims em Noble; theirs is the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and their Title n Children of 
the moſt High, - 

For 


18 Zwo Orations on 
For Religion is of too pure a Nature for the 
Arm of Fleſh to reach ir, the Violent cannot 
take that by Force, it being purify'd by Fire, 
and perfected by Afflictions. | 
. - Theſe truly great Men (who in the Pro- 
tic Stile were called he Chariots of Iirac! 
and the Horſe- Men thereof) as they antiently 
were a Strength and Protection to a People, 
ſo in a ſpecial Manner are all good Men 
Protection and Defence to the Church of 
God by their Prayers, their Holy Doctrines 
and their Holy Lives; they feared not the 
Malice of the World, but ſtood invulnera- 
ble in the thickeſt of the Enemy; their 
Breaſt · Plate of Urim and Thumim, Soundneſs 
of Doctrine and Integrity of Life, was a 
Defence againſt all the fiery Darts of Satan 
and this World. Wherefore holy Brethren, Par- 
takers of the heavenly Calling, conſider the 
Apoſtle and the High- Prieſt of our Profeſſi- 
on Chriſt Jeſus, who was faithful to him that 
appointed him, faithful in the diſcharge of 
his Prophetic Office, and faithful in ſuffering 
all in the Sacerdotal. Conſider the Apoſtles 
after him, how they comforted the firſt 
Chriſtians in the cruel Deaths they were ex- 
poſed to; with the Proſpe& of a ſure Re- 
ward they were comforted ; as St. Stephen 
in the midſt of his Sufferings, ſaw the Hea- 
vens open d, and the Son of Man ſtanding 
on the Right Hand of God to receive him 
to his Reward; in humble Aſſurance of this 
he cries out, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. 
It pleaſed God to make theſe great Leaders 
perfect this way, and leave us in them ſo 
many Monuments of injured Vertue. : 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs; 19 


By this Chriſt conſulted the Honour of 
his Goſpel, and ſignalized it more effectually 
than could poſſibly been done by not en- 
during Afflictions; for by this they di- 
ſtinguiſh'd themſelves from the Many, who 


made Shipwreck of Faith and a good Con- 


ſcience. h 

They kept the Faith, and ſtuck cloſe to 
Chrilt in his loweſt Eſtate, therefore they will 
be cminently diſtinguiſhed in the Kingdom 


of Chriſt Above. The whole of their Pra- 


ctice was to endure and ſuffer for the Faith, 
and the Principle upon which they were 
taught to perfect themſelves, was Patience 
and Perſeverance; they were ſet up by their 
divine Maſter to conquer and ſubdue the Paſ- 
ſions and Inord nate Affections of their own 
Minds, and the Malice and Perverſeneſs of o- 
ther Mens, on purpoſe to wean them off this 
World, and teach them to place their Hearts 
and Deſires on a better. In this Senſe our 
Lord appointed them a Kingdom as his Fa- 
ther had appointed him; (i. e.) That they 


ſhould attain it by the ſame Methods of Suf- 


fering, of which they had ſeen a great deal, 


and were to be Eye-Witneſſes of his endu- 


ring infinitely more, even at his Paſſion on 
the Croſs, which was then drawing on a- 
pace; ſo that twas very reaſonable in this 
Caſe that the Servant ſhould be as his Lord, 
and the Diſciple as his Maſter; to convince 
the unbelieving World that there is really 
ſuch a Thing as ſerving God out of a 
Principle of Duty and Conſcience, and that 
God the Rewarder of it had provided 
ſome better things for them, than the Ho- 

nours 


20 Two Orations on 
nours of this lower World, a Range of Hap- 
pineſs vaſt and unbounded above Mortality; 
and ſuch as ſhould fill the largeſt Heart with 
eternal Joy and Delight: For if we dye 
with him, we ſhall alſo live with him, if 
we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign with 
him; but if we deny him, he alſo will deny 
and be aſhamed of us. The Condition of 
Humane Nature is ſuch, that Sufferings a- 
wait all Men in all States of Life; tis our 
Portion here, and eſcape it we cannot: But we 
may chuſe whether we will be Martyrs in the 
Cauſe and Service of the Devil, or for Truth 
and Vertue, in Obedience to God; whether 


we will dote upon theſe periſhing Bodies, and 


glory in our Shame; or whether we will love 
that Part which is truly our ſelves, by mor- 
tifying the outward Shell, and expoſing our 
Lives if need be for the Preſervation of our 
Souls: This is truly drinking of our Lord's 
Cup, and being baptized with the Baptiſm that 
he was baptized with. Every Chriſtian will 
be exalted to a degree of Bliſs and Glory 
in Proportion as he has drank deeper of 
Chriſt's Cup; (i. e.) as his Sufferings has 
brought him to a nearer Conformity to his 


Bleſſed Maſter. The refining of Chriſtians 


is as Silver and Gold; and the Tryal of 


them, by Sufferings, is ſaid to be much more 


precious than that, which perifheth; they 
are called a fiery Tryal, or a Fire kindled for 
their Temptation, which God ordains for 
very wiſe and good Reaſons : Chriſtians that 
walk uprightly in their way to everlaſting 
Life, muſt expe& to meet with many Tri- 
bulations, for they who have their Portion 
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_ the Doctrine of the Croſs. 21 
in this Life, can find no reſt to their Souls: 
But the Diſciples of the Croſs, who are not 
of this World, muſt be willing to reſign to 
the Miſeries of it. But we muſt not from 


hence conclude, that every Miſery, or Cala- 


mity, is the Croſs of Chriſt. No! we may 
ſuffer for our own wilful Sins, and Tranſ- 


greſſions againſt the Laws of God. And if 


ſo ? Tis our own Croſs, not Chriſt's, that 
we take upon us. This is Thank-worthy, 
(ſays the Apoſtle) if a Man endure Grief, 
ſuffering wrongfully ; for even hereunto were 
ye called, to ſuffer for the Honour of the 
Goſpel ; 'tis this only which leads to a 
Crown, and for which we ought to be ex- 
ceeding glad, that our Reward will be Great 
in Heaven. 1 

Not barely for ſuffering neither, but for 
the Conducting the Whole Man, by all 
thoſe Divine Laws ſo ſtrongly recommend- 
ed by Chriſt himſelf, who ſaid, Learn of Me! 

For ſuffering alone, had never exalted the 
firſt and beſt of Chriſtians ; had not their o- 
ther Vertues, like a Conſtellation of Jewels, 
adorned and added Luſtre to the Crawn, 
they will one Day wear in Heaven. We 
muſt remember then, that Belief and Pra- 
ice are implied, in the venerable Name of 
a Chriſtian, left we forfeit onr eternal In- 


' tereſt in the Chriſttan Faith: For the great- 


eſt Honour of a Chriſtian is to do Good: 
and to ſuffer for ſo doing: The higheſt 
Pitch of his Preterment, is to ſuffer for the 
Name of - Chriſt, being then moſt bleſt, 
when reviled for his ſake. The Integrity of 


of 
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. of God, than any thing in this World : For 
the Divine All-ſceing Eye, looks upon High 
and Low, very different from Mens Judg- 
ment; the Great and the Mighty, who ſcem 
to ſtand high- mounted to our Eyes in this 
World, may be very low in the Eyes of 
God; for God looks upon thoſe as higheſt, 
who neareſt approach his Divinity; and 
thoſe as loweſt, who are fartheſt off from a 
Divine Life ; for he honours the Almighty 
God moſt, who imitates his Holineſs, his 
Righteouſneſs, and Truth, by conforming 
to the Great Exemplar, Chriſt Jeſus: Bur 
alas ! how are the Flames of Primitive 
Zeal now extinguiſh'd ; thoſe bright Exam- 
ples can't awaken our Souls into any tole- 
rable Concern for baniſh'd Piety and neglect- 
ed. Vertue: Every One now thinks Chri- 
ſtianity a bare Privilege of Nature, the Cu- 
ſtom of the Country; and the Chriſtian, 
and the Man, to be the ſame Thing : But 
the Apoſtles were ſo many living Images of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Tranſcripts of that Divine O- 
riginal, to which the Faithful were to form 
themſelves, to be Followers of them, as 
they were of Chriſt; to walk ſo (ſays the A- 
poſtle) as ye have us for an Example. For 
Nen then to put up high Claims to Chriſti- 
anity, and yet live, as if they renounced 
'em all, does but ſink the Credit of Religi- 
on, and make our Lives diſſerve our Preach- 
ing. But ſuch has been the Behaviour of 
ſome from the firſt Begining of Chriſtiani- 
ty, to this Day; not of the Multitude on- 
ly, but of the Diſciples. They thronged 
into the Hoſannas, to the Preaching,” and for 
5 the 
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the Loaves; but when their Blefſed Maſter 
was apprehended, and treated- as a Malefa- 
ctor, they all forſook him and fled: And ſuch 
is the Behaviour of Chriſtians ſtill; they ſerve 
God chearfully while things are well with 
em; magnify his Mercy ſo long as they 
taſte his Goodneſs ; but draw back when 
Afflictions approach, fall into wretched 
Fears, and Dejections of Spirit, won't own 
the ſuffering Doctrines of a crucify'd Jeſus, 
but ſtand prepar'd to deny their Saviout. To 
what ſhall we reſemble the Manners of de- 


generated Chriſtians ? How are they warp'd 


from the firlt Simplicity and Puriry of the 
c - 5 

To what Purpoſe then do we pray that 
God wou'd haſten his Kingdom, if this 


World has ſeiz'd our Hearts, and we had 
rather live in the Devil's Juriſdi&ion, than 


reign with Chriſt ? If we don't ſacrifice our 
Conſciences to eſtabliſh our Fortunes, we 


muſt impreſs upon our Minds a firm Belief 
of another World, where Vertue will prevail 


more than Vice or Riches here: If we 
wou'd not be overcome by the Brutal Senſe 
of an Animal Life, we muſt pay a ſacred 
Regard to Divine Truth; guard our Souls 


with Righteouſneſs, and keep our Conſcien- : 
ces void of Offence ; for Wickedneſs won't 


always be uppermoſt, Things will be ft 


right at laſt, and then the Almighty God 
will give to every Man according as his 
Work ſhall be. 


Thoſe enlighten'd Souls, the firſt Saints, 


wou' d not wiſh to be freed from thoſe Mi- 


ſeries, wherein now the leſs· diſcerning Fart 
E 2 of 
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of the World think the very Extremity of 
8 Unhappineſs to conſiſt; thoſe better inſtruct- 
+ ed Spirits ſoftned all Afflictions with this 
grand Conſideration, That the more, they 
endured, the purer, and more refined, they 
ſhou'd be from Sin, and become more ac- 
ceptable and dear to God; That if God 
try'd em with extraordinary Sufferings, he 
wou'd ſupply em with proportionable Aſſi- 
ances ; wou'd fortify their Souls againſt all 
the Calamities of this miſerable World; 
which is often the Lot of the beſt and moſt 
righteous Men in it. But this Chriſtian For- 
titude, that gains ſuch a Conquelt as to ex- 
alt Fleſh and Senſe to ſo high a Degree of 
Reſignation, is the Product of Divine Grace, 
, not any Strength, or Wiſdom merely Hu- 
mane. So that what, as Men, they cou'd 
not but decline; yet as Chriſtians, whoſe 
Truſt was in God, they contentedly took 
up the Cioſs to follow Chriſt. This Mag- 
nanimity then, muſt be attributed to the 
great Piety and Vertue of their Lives, their 
Minds being prediſpos'd to receive the ſu- 
pernatural Aſſiſtances of God's Grace: As they 
kept themſelves free from Guilt and the Pol- 
. Jutions of this World; ſo they had a lively 
Senſe of the Rewards of the Next; their 
Souls were enflamed with a Coal from the 
Altar, for their Lord and Maſter, whoſe 
Blood was then warm, and Sufferings © freſh 
in their Memories. Their rejoycing in the 
midſt of Torments, muſt be accounted for, 
as the wonderful Work of God : Sometimes. 
by taking away the Senſe, of Pain, at the 
Execution of theſe Holy Men; and at other 
| e times 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs. 25 
tmes by giving em a lively Senſe of the 
Reward, (as in the Caſe of St. Stephey, the 
Proto-Martyr) which made their ſhort Mi- 
ſeries, tho' armed with Malice enough, ſup- 


portable to them. In this Warfare, the Cat- 


nal Weapons are all loſt ; tis the Armature 
of St. Paul, gives the glorious Triumph. 
Then don't | theſe Chriſtian Examples 
of Piety, Integrity, and Contempt of the 


World, entertain us with a Mirror of Life 


and Conduct; inſtruct us in our moſt weigh- 


ty Concerns, and ſhow us not only what 


we ought, but what we are bound to do; 


and while Sacred Scripture and Church Hi- 


ſtory, offers to our View the inſidious Do- 
ctrines, and Practices of double-minded Men, 


it fills us with a Religious Abhorrence of 


their Names, and Memories, and helps to pre- 
ſerve us from being miſled by Parallel Inſtan- 
ces where-ever we meet with em. For as ſor- 
did Flattery and Time-ſerving, has been the 
firſt Step to Preferment, ſo Sincerity and 
Truth has been the Bar and Impediment, 
corrupt Minds not enduring ſound Doctrine, 
nor ſacred Truth, with its Reproofs : The 
Caſe of Elijah to Ahab, John Baptiſt to 
Herod, St. Paul to Felix, are ſtanding Mo- 
numents For the Light of Divine Truth, is 
too bright to be ſeen by thoſe that love 
Darkneſs, they are too big for Rebuke, and 
roo wiſe for Inſtruction ; and if the Preach- 
ers of Righteouſneſs will be faithful Moni- 
tors, and ſpeak the whole Truth of God, 
there will never be wanting Men, mighty, 
and many, to hate their Perſons and diſho- 
nour their Function. But had the firſt 

. Preachers 
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Preachers of the Goſpel made uſe of theſe 
vile Modern Arts, of qualifying ſome un- 
grateful Truths, and concealing others, no 


doubt they might have ſaved themſelves, - 


ven from Death, nay, and been conſidered 
by the Heathen World for their Pains too; 
but then there had been an End at once of 
the Goſpel they were to preach, and the 
Church they were to eſtabliſh : Which cou'd 
no more be preſerv d, than at firſt it cou'd 
be planted, without the zealous Care of vi- 
* and faithful Paſtors: For in the Grand 
ebellion of this Nation in 41, they found 
it neceſſary to ſubdue all Things and Per- 
ſons, to their wicked Intereſt; they ſeiz d all 
Wealth, Power and Authority, for the Ser- 
vice of the good Old Cauſe: To captivate 
the Vertue of ſome, they were ſoothed and 
. bribed ; others more Mercenary, expos d 
themſelves to Sale ; ſo that Authority was 
in Juſtice, a Corrupter ; in Religion, a Se- 
ducer ; and every Divine Vertue was abuſed 
and proſtituted to the vileſt Purpoſes, by the 
Enemies of the Croſs.of Chriſt ; J/boſe End 
(lays the Apoſtle) is Deſtruction, whoſe God 
7s their Belly, who glory in their Shame, who mind 
earthly Things. Thus ill Principles, and falſe 
Tenets, even in Fundamentals, took the 
Advantage of thoſe wide Breaches Schiſm 
had made in our Sanctuary; for if the Foun- 
dations be ſapped and pioneer d to pieces, 
how long will the Superſtructure of Faith 
ſtand? But we hope the Apoſtolical Go- 
vernment, is that impregnable Bulwark, 
which the evil Spirit of Schiſm, and a Ca- 
lenture of Enthuſiaſm, may rage e 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs. 27 
but will never prevail. What ſoothing and 
terrifying Arts were us'd to palliate and diſ- 
guiſe thoſe Vices, tis impoſſible to juſtify ; 
to miſcal and endeavour to alter the Na- 
ture of Things, they. can't defend ? Uſe all 
the fallacious and treacherous Reaſon they 
are Maſters of, to prove that lawful, they 
fain wou'd have ſo ; and chuſe rather to a- 
buſe Chriſtianity, and repreſent it in falſe 
Colours, than themſelves in their true Ones. 
Thoſe who are willing to diſtinguiſh away, 
all that belongs to them as Clergy 5 what 
Diſſimulation and falſe Friendſhip is practi- 
ſed on em? And indeed the Spirit of the 
World, is ſo apt to draw us afide to diflem- 
ble the Truths of God, that if we have no- 
thing but the Arm of Fleſh to ſtand by us, 
no Truſt in God, Then we are of all Men 
the moſt miſerable : But the Doctrine of the 
Croſs, is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, is the 
Cauſe of God; and if he be for us, (and 
we Advocates for his Divine Truth,) then 
we need not fear who is againſt us. 
For no Force leſs than Almighty, can ſet 
us above the Aſſaults and Temptations of 
the World and the Devil; and no worldly 
Calamity, no Loſs can have ſo fatal Conſe- 
quences, as the Loſs of a good Conſcience - 
and God's Favour, Integrity and Con- 
ſtancy. 15 


Juſtum & tenacem propofiti virum- 


A Concern for the Welfare of our Church, 
and Religion, was once the Glory of our 
Anceſtors, and as diſtinguiſhing a Mark of 
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our Order, as the Canonical Habit; but 


alas! tis now no more; a vile Spirit of 
Comprehenſion, and ſaving. Latitude, all 
ſeeking their own, few the Things that are 


Jeſus Chriſt's, is the Shame of us their Suc- 


ceſſors. Hinc ile Lachijmæ ! Hinc ſot horrenda 
in Ecclefia Schiſmata & per has ſciſſuras ſubin- 
de pretioſus ſanguis Cbriſtianorum, velut vililſi- 
ma aqua effunditur. Heretical and, falſe 
Teachers, both antient and modern, we 


muſt obſerve with Grief, have riſen up out 


of our own. Tribe ; ſo that the Wounds the 


Body of Chriſt now. bleeds. by, ſhe has re- 


ceived in the Houſe of her Friends, and 


like the Viper, has her: Bowels torn out by 
her unnatural Offspring; for indeed the 


Contempt of our excellent Church, has pro- 


ceeded from ſelf. intereſted Men, flouriſhing 


it in the Church's Livery, in the Pro- 
phet's Mantle, to ſerve the real Intereſts of 


Schiſm and Faction. A Warning ſufficient 
to humble all Fleſh before God; but we of 
the Clergy, the Houſe of Aaron, before all 
Men. Such really are greater Enemies, than 
the moſt avowed Oppoſers; and wou'd do 
leſs Injury if they wou'd renounce her Or- 
ders, quit her Communion, and fall in with 
reviling Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks, than 
in a more unnatural Manner to plant their 
pernicious Do&rines within the Temple/ 


'to beat down the Church of God : 


But of old, 'twas Judas follow'd his Ma- 
iter, not to carry the Croſs, but the Bag ; 
Twas the bitter Root of all Evil that ruin d 
that, Traytor ; that made him a Thief and 


a Hireling, and will ruin all that embrace 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs. 19 
the ſacred Function, with a Regard more to 
the Revenue, than the Duties of their Holy 
Proſeſſion: Twill take Captive their little 
Vertue, ſet Soul and Body to Sale, and force 
dem to be as much Traytors to the Chriſtian 
Religion, as Judas was to the Bleſſed Author 
Chriſt Jeſus. For if the Clergy are not Proof 
againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs, who ſhould ꝰ If 
they can't fee che Merits of a good Cauſe, 
nor dare eſpouſe their diſtreſſed Maſter, who 
will? What a ſad thing tis, to have the Ad- 
vantage of Learning, and uſe it ſo deſtru- 
. Rively ! to have fine Parts without Honeſty, 
Knowledge and Underſtanding -over-born 
with a corrupt Will! Ea tempeſtate facies Ecs 

cle fada, & admidum turpis erat, non enim 
ficut prias ab externis Jed a propris waſtabatur. 
That Torrent of Infidelity and Prophaneneſs, 
which overſpreads the Face of the Church, 
ought to give all good Men juſt Apprehen- 
ſions of what ſhe may in all likelihood be 
forced to endure; from the Progreſs of He- 
reſy and Schiſm, and from the Scoffings and 
Revilings where with they treat the careful 
Paſtors and faithful Stewards. In Compaſ- 
ſion then to our afflicted Mother, we ought 
to put up earneſt Prayers to God, to multi- 
ply her Friends, and by Converſion to leſſen 
the Number of her Enemies; thoſe Enemies 
of the Croſs of Chriſt: For ſo the Primitive 
Aſſertors of the Faith bewailed the Breaches 
of Zion, ſuppled her Wounds with their 
Tears, and ſeconded her Sighs with Cries 
to Heaven, in the Language of the Pſalmiſt, 
Lord, how long ſball the Enemy blaſpheme thy 
Name, and make ſuch Py Boaſting ? Ariſe, O 
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Cod, maintain thy own Cauſe ; Deliver Iſrael, 
O God, out of all his Troubles : It is time for the 
Lord to lay to thy Hand, for they have deſtroyed 
Now the God of all Grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal Glory by Chriſt | 
Jeſus, after that ye have ſuffer d awhile, 
make you perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle 
you: To Him be Glory and Dominion for 


ever and ever. Amen. 1 Pet. v. 10, 11. 


. Almighty and Everlaſting God, we be- 


* ſeech thee to behold this thy Family, for 
vhich our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was contented 
to be betray d, and given up into the Hands 


of wicked Men, and to ſuffer Death upon the 


Croſs, that all Mankind ſhould. follow the 


Example of his great Humility ; merciful- 
ly grant that we may follow the Example 
of his Patience, and be made Partakers 
of his Reſurrection, who now. liveth and 
* reigneth with Thee and the Holy Spirit, 


A 


ever one God World without End. Amen. 
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St. MAT. V. 10, 65 346-5 
Ble ed are they. which are erſecuted 
ER 9 5 Sake ; fr . 10 
es 12 nedom o Hattet. „ 
Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall ps 
Jou, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay 
all manner of Evil againſt you faiſl ly, 
- for my Sake. 
 Rejaice, and be enccedin glad, for 75 
ic your Reward 1 for ſo 
peer ſecuted they the Prophets which 


ere before (Jae. 


= H I 8 Ble 2m pronounced 15 our 
Lord, does certainly in the high- 

| eſt degree belong to Him, whoſe 
whole Life and Death, from the humble 
| Manger to the bloody Croſs, was taken _ 


in Huftcring all Evil for 9 all Good ; 
- being 
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being unrighteouſſy perſecuted for fulfilling. 


all Righteouſneſs: This divine Teacher did 
not only inſtruct us by his Doctrine, but lead 
us by his Example; not only pointed out the 
Wa 
no 


went, and engages us to no Sufferings but 
what He himſelf overcame : In this glorious 
Warfare the Voice of our great Leader is, 
Take up your Croſs, and follow me ; and 
leſt we his Soldiers in the Church-Militant 
ſhould fear and faint, the Captain of our 
Salvation would himſelf be firſt made per- 
fect by Suffering. Living and Dying He 
practis d all Kinds of Vertue, that He might 
be in every Caſe our Leader and our Exam- 
ple ; that he might convince us how equita- 
bly (as God) he has dealt with ns, and 
what a reaſonable Service he requires at our 


Hands, in preſcribing ſuch Laws and. Com- 


mands, as he himſelf when made Man 
thought it became him to do and ſuffer. 
His was a Life made up of all the Ver- 
tues and Graces, 'that ever were ſeen among 
the beſt of Men, or ever required even by 
the Almighty himſelf: A Lite of the niceſt 
Juſtice and ſtricteſt Temperance ; of Angeli- 
cal Chaſtity, and the profoundeſt Humility ; 
of invincible Patience, and the higheſt De- 
votion: The Purity, the Innocence, the. 
Sweetneſs and Candour, that adorn'd his 
Converſation, was full of Grace and Truth; 
then did all Vertue, and Sanity, and Good- 
nels, ſhine out conſpicuouſly to humane View 
viſible and alive in his divine Perſon. His 


was the holieſt Life that ever was led upon 


Earth; 


„but trod it before us: He enjoins us 
Nlardhips but what he himſelf under- 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs. 3J 
Earth; a Life made up of Excellencies ſo 
Divine, and Condeſcenſions ſo Humane, as 
at once excites. our Wonder, enforces our 
Love, and invites our Imitation; a Life that 


did exactly perform the whole Will of God, 


and fo fulfilled all Righteouſneſe. 
Our Bleſſed Lord, in theſe Words, propo- 
ſes Perſecution, which to humane Nature is 


the greateſt Evil, to be the greateſt Good, 


| ſach as all his Diſciples ought to endure well, 


and to enjoy it as a Bleſſing. This ſeeming 
Chriſtian Paradox, that to be perſecuted is a 
Bleſſing, was a Doctrine never heard of till 
our Saviour firſt. introduc'd it; no other 
Teacher or Law - giyer ever went ſo contrary 
to corrupt Fleſh and Senſe, and to the Inte- 
reſts of the World, as he did; who as Man 

knew what it was to ſuffer, and as God 
knew how to ſupport thoſe that ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs Sake: Mankind before was 
left defective in this moſt neceſſary Vertue, 
of which we have a perpetual Uſe; for one 
of the chief Ends of Chriſt's Coming was to 
free all that believe on him, and obey his 
Commands, tho: not from all Perſecution, 
yet from all the Evil and Curſe and Bitterneſs 
of it; and to make it a Cauſe of Joy and 
Felicity, and a Bleſſing to thoſe that are per- 
ſecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake. For to a 


truly Chriſtian Sufferer, the Miſeries of this 


Life are contemptible, compared to the in- 
eſtimable Greatneſs of the Recompence and 
Reward ; for nothing in this Life can make 
Afflictions tolerable, much leſs a Bleſling, 
but the Belief of another Life; in Compari- 
on to the Joys of which, the . 
= | this 
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this are of no Conſideration ; and 'tis Perſe- 


cution for Righteouſneſs Sake that gives this 
Blefling for ever : For in this Life a good 
Cauſe makes Suffering delightful to a good 
Man, becauſe 'tis for Chriſt's Sake ; and in 
the next Life 'tis our Crown of rejoycing 
and our Glory, becauſe we have a Title and 
Claim to his Kingdom in Heaven. 
Tis the ſuffering Doctr ines of the Bleſſed 
Feſus then, that preſcribes ſuch Rules, and 
provides ſuch Helps, for the right ordering 
of the whole Man to perfect Chriſtian, in 
Thoughts, Words and Actions ; that if they 
be exactly copied, they will put us in a Con- 
dition of ſuffering for nothing but Righ- 
teouſneſs Sake; ſo ſtrictly they forbid us all 
irregular Deſires, and ſo much they teach us 
of inoffenſive Meekneſs, of not diſpleaſing 
God, or injuring Man. And whoever in 
Life follows the Steps of his Bleſſed Maſter, 
whatever his Perſecution may be, he will be 
innocent in it; and if he be innocent, the 
Perſecution will be ſo too, and can do him 
no hurt ; for the Sting of Death is Sin. To an 
Heart rightly prepar d in his Duty to God, 
ſecured in its Cauſe, the Afflictions of this 
World have quite another Appearance, than 
to the reſt of the World that lyeth in Wick- 
edneſs; they are only the Tryals of a mer- 
ciful Father, the Teſtimony of his Love, the 
Tokens of our Adoption, that entitle us to 
the Bleſſed Privileges of God's own People, 
his Choſen, his Peculiar, who are prediſpoſed 
for the ſpiritual Joys of his Kingdom. The 
Aſſurance of living for ever with Chriſt, is 
that which compleats the Bleſſing, that can 
refreſh 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs; 35 
refreſh the Weary, and eaſe the Heavy- laden, 
ſupport the Living, and rejoice the Dying. 


Without this Proſpe& of a better Life, even 


Earth it ſelf would be a kind of Hell ; the 
leaſt mortal Frailties and Croſles, even Mor- 
tality it ſelf would be inſupportable; and as 
Chriſtians of all Men, ſo Men of all Crea- 
tures, would be moſt miſerable. But to the 
Upright, ſays Holy David, there ariſes Light in 
the Darkneſs, (i. e.) Peace, and Joy, and Com- 


fort, from God the Fountain and Source of 


all Light. This is that Light which is ſown 
for the Rightecus, and Gladneſs for the Upright 
in Heart. His Integrity ſpall guide him, he fear- 
eth the Lord, (ſaith Solomon) for the Path of the 
Juſt is a ſhining Light, that ſhines more and more 
unto perfect Day. 

What an Happineſs 1s it to have the Nature 
of God transfuſed into our Souls, to he Ma- 
ſters of ſo divine a Quality, as to ſuffer for 
Conſcience Sake, and to value the Conſciouſ- 
neſs above the Commendation of a good 
Action; to be great in Practice more than 
Talk ; rather to live than appear like Lovers 
of God ? For we who ti 4 the Worſhip 
of the true God, ought to govern our Con- 
duct by his Divine Laws, and manage Lite 
by thoſe ſuffering Doctrines ſo powerfully re- 
commended. by Chriſt our Saviour, who ſuf- 
fer d for us, leaving us an Example that we 


ſhould follow his Steps. But if our Souls are 


darkened with the Spirit of this World, it 
the little Concerns of this Life have the Aſ- 
cendant over our Minds, that we can't per- 
form the leaſt Acts of Religion as we ought, 
how then ſhall we be able to ſuffer Perſecu- 
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tion for Righteouſneſs Sake, or to go thro 
many Tribulations, or be able to endure to 
the End, that we may be ſaved? If we would 
learn then to be Chriſtians in Deed and in 
Truth, we muſt ſubmit to the ſuffering Do- 
&rines of a Crucify'd Jeſas, that when that 
terrible Day of God's Vengeance comes, 
we may not be ſet on the Left Hand, nor 
puniſh'd with the Wicked, (i. e.) the Enemies 
of the Croſs of Chriſt, Had we no Reaſon 


to guide us, no Goſpel to inſtru& us, no 


God to protect us, no Heaven to reward us, 
then 'twou'd be impoſſible ro bear up againſt 
the Oppreſſions of this Life. But, bleſſed 
be God, this is not our Caſe : Chriftians 
have no Reaſon to deſpond of the Succours 
of divine Grace and Aſſiſtance from the Al- 
mighty. The Greatneſs of our Hopes and 
Truſt in God, ought to inſpire us with firm 
Reſolutions of Obedience, to be faithful un- 
to Death, that we may receive a Crown of 
Life. How can the Diſciples of Chriſt then, 
be guilty of ſuch Meanneſs of Thought, and 
Dejection of Spirit, under ſuch heavenly Pro- 
miſes 7 For he that ſerves in a good Cauſe, 
has Omnipotence to ſupport him, to make 
him equal to the Undertaking, and to bring 
him off more than Conqueror; for Perſecu- 
tion improves the Soul, and diſcovers its 
true Worth; it fets the Graces of the Go- 
ſpel in a true Light, and ſhows the World 
how magnanimous the pious Chriſtian moves 
thro Precipices and Diſcouragements, and 
ſo gives his vertuous Soul a more ſhining 
Appearance, by accompanying our Lord 
Chriſt to Mount Calvary, as well as to * 

4bor; 


Aa A „„ . @  .u> tc. OJ os 


2 jj)” K- oe FP = A „ „ w_ 


"4 1 


En a ww ” ks, 


or -, my 


O 


_. ,, the Doctrine of the Croſs, 37 
Tabor ; to bear his Croſs, as well as to partake 
of his Glory. For as other Conquetots boaſt of 
their laying Thouſands, and Ten Thouſands; 
the Church of Chriſt was victotious, and 
triumphed o'er the World, by having her 
Thouſands and Ten Thouſands lain. Thus 
the Blood of the Martyrs was the Seed of 
God's Church, when they. ſuffered : And tho 
it might diſcourage ſome from profeſſing that 
Goſpel which they were ſare to be perſecuted 
unto Death for; yet the Sufferings which 
the firſt Chriſtians uridetwenr” ſo willingly, 
was not only à ſtrong Evidence of the Truth 
of that Doctrine, but it inſpired its Follow- 
ers with ſo much Courage, as to embrace 
the Religion of Chriſt in better Times. 
Theſe are Vertues better far befit the Me- 
mory of Chriſtian Princes, the Vice gerents 
of the Prince of Peace, than thoſe of glorious 
Heroes, and trinmphant Conquerors. For 
the true Engliſh of thoſe pompous Titles is, 
that they have been the Plagues of the Earth, 
the mighty Murderers of Mankind; who 
have made Millions of wretched Widows, 
Orphans, and Relations ; who have turned 
fair Kingdoms into Fields of Blood and 
Hortor, and over-run the World with barba- 
rous Waſte and Deſolation. Call ye theſe 
Men glorious ? When Abaddon is the proper 
Name. Our bleſſed Lord knowing that his 
Followers in the Faith and Practice of the 
HSOoſpel, would have abundance of Enemies 

rais d up by the Prince of Darkneſs, the 
God.of this World, that works effectually in 
the Children of Diſobedience, thought fit to 


encourage them (when he ſent them out as 
535 G Sheep 
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Sheep among Wolves) with theſe double 
Bleſſings, and exceeding great Rewards, for 
the Variety of Perſecutions they were to un- 
.dergo. He repeats the Bleſſing twice, as an 
additional Comfort to the patient Sufferer, 
and with a very affecting Pathos, he fortifies 
his Diſciples againſt the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, (i. e.) againſt the Rage of Hell, and all 
Human Wickedneſs. f 5 
Ihe Perſons bleſs d, are they who are per- 
ſecuted for Righteouſneſs ; and by Righteoul- | 
.nel[s,- is meant all the Articles of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith; the Whole of out Religion. The | 
bleſſed Author and Finiſher of it is called, | 
The Lord our Righteouſneſs. So to walk before 

him in Righteouſneſs, is to live and dic in | 
that Faith which he has eſtabliſhed in the | 
World. And indeed all Religion, as it ſtands 
com pleated and perfected by Chrift, is no 
more than that Juſtice we owe to God, our | 
Neighbour, and our Selves. St. Paal calls it, | 
. The Word of Righteouſneſs : and St. Peter, The | 
Way ef Righteruſneſs. The Word does not 
only take in the whole Chriſtian Duty, but 
includes the Rewards of it too. St. Paul | 
calls the Hope of Glory, the Hope of Righteonſ- | 
neſs ly Faith; and ſays, There is à laid up for 
him. a Crown of Righteouſneſs, Now Men may 
be ſaid to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs fake, wien 
they ſuffer rather than renounce the Chriſtian | 
Religion, its publick Profeſſion, or any ne- 
ceſſary Point of Faith, or Practice, wherein 
the Eſſence, or the Purity, or Apoſtolical 
Government is concerned; when they ſuffer 
rather than diſclaim any one Truth of the 
Goſpel whatſoever, Suffer, I ſay, and that 
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with Patience, leſt they faint, or grow weg- 


ry in their Minds. Suffer With NMeeknefs, 
that they mayn t be bitter againſt their Per- 
ſecutors: With Charity, that they may over- 
come all Evil ich their Good : With Truft 
Grace, and. delivered in his 8 Time: 
T beef in as much as they are Parta- 
kers of Chriſt's Sufferings ; that when his 
Glory ſhall be revealed, they ſhall be made 
glad. with, uns rept Joy, with Chriſt 

n Heaven. When iſtians thu 5 ſuffer for 
Ri ghtcouſneſs ee will ſu 9 f themwith 
the FxUpArdinay ary Comf os: 8 is Holy Spirit, 


what they are oo, or with, the Temptation, 
make a way for them to clape: Either by 
taking away the 5 of Pain, as at the 
ſiery Furnace, or in the Endurance of ſhort 
Miſerigs, give) them à lively. Senſe of an 
Everlaſ ting Reward., To him: that overcome 
will 1 give of the hidden Manna, ſays our Sa- 
vigur, in St. Johr, Rev. 11. 1 og 5 as the 
Qutward Manna was 1 n upon the 
Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, [ot ch ey came in- 
to the Land of Cavagn, the Type of Hea- 
ven; ſo will I xain þ 20 on the Soul of 
him that overcames,. inward Joy and Com- 
fort, to: ſuſtain him under Sufferings here on 
| Eaxth ; Aud in the ayhite Sour, a neu Name 
= written, of a faithful Chriſtian, entitling him 
n to theReward of Glory, which yo, Man knows 


oy | the Value of 5 but he thar. receives it. | 
he Could the World then but conform to this 
_— | Gipiſed Train. of ſens Vertues, which 


ar | G 2 the 


in God's Providence, to be ſuppo propels by his. 
And what is ſtranger yet, wh Joy and. 


by not luffexing them to b ted above 
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the Divine Ethicks of our Divine Maſter 
has preſſed upon us; the furious Face of 
Things would ſoon diſappear, Paradiſe might 


be regained, and the good Angels above 
look down with Joy upon good Men below. 


For no Deluge of Vice is ſo general, but 
ſome will eſcape, the worſt of Times will af- 
ford ſome imitable Examples. What Vene- 


ration then is due to thoſe Chriſtian Heroes, 


who have never been defiled with the Luſt 
of the Eye, or the Pride of Life, but in the 
common Contagion, have remained incor- 
uptable; frighted by no Dangers, tho encom- 
paſſed with variety of Perſecutions. Bleſſed 
are ye when Men ſhall revile Join and perſecute 
you, and ſhall ſay all manner of Evil againſt you 
I 
In theſe Words may be included, the be- 
ing ſtript of our Eſtates, 'baniſh'd our Coun- 
try and our Friends, impriſoned, and tor- 
tured even unto Death, for Chriſtian Prin- 
ciples, preſcribed' us in the Goſpel. This 
was the Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtians for 
almoſt zog Yeats, from the Powers of Hea- 
theniſm, and Infidelity: That noble Army 
of Martyrs were made Illuſtrious by ſuffer- 
ing. God choſe thoſe ſuffering Saints for 
our brighteſt Patterns; and the Malice of 
their Enemies was Inſtrumental to their 
Honour; their Calumnies and Slanders, 
their Revilings and Reproaches, have obliged 
the World with the incomparable Piety and 


Pains in thoſe Apologies for Chriſtianity, 


which if well ſtudied, will qualify us to an- 


ſwer alf the Objections that have or ſhall 


be made againſt the Faith, once for all, de- 
lirered 
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vered to the Saints; and in Practice, they 
confuted the blackeſt Calumnies, by a blame- 


leſs and excellent Life: They knew the Re- 
putation of their Religion, which they held 
dearer than their Lives, would ſuffer greatly 
by any Spots they ſhould caſt upon it. In 
this, as Men of Conſcience, they were ex- 
ceeding careful to adorn and recommend 
their Faith; to ſoften their brutal Enemies 


by the ſhining of their Lights, as well in 


living as dying for Righteouſneſs ſake. The 
ſenſe of: perpetual Oppreſſions; the Exam- 
ples of Tortures and Deaths, the Expecta- 
tion of Martyrdom, and all for the common 
Cauſe, preſerved in them the tendereſt Re- 


gards and Love for one another. The be- 


ing involved in one common Cauſe and Ca- 
lamity, kept alive in their Souls the Love, 
and the Grace of God; there was then no 
Greatneſs for Inferiors to envy; no Prefer- 
ment for Men to covet, no Affectation of 
Popularity; no Parties to be formed, or head- 
ed, for private Advantage; no, the beſt of 
Men were the faireſt Mark, and the more 
Eminent the more expoſed, and ſure to be 
ſacrificed: to the Fury of the brutiſn and bar- 
barous People; they under went all kinds of 
Perſecutions; they were deſpiſed, reviled, 
defamed; they paſſed through edi Report, 
Diſhonour, and Contempt, as well as other 
Hardſhips,” for the Faith of Chriſt: But 


it was when the World crouded into the 


Church, and Chriſtian was a Name of ſecu- 
lar Privilege; that Ambition, and Avarice, 
and. theſe ſort of Chriſtians, diſturbed the 
Peace, and deformed the Face of Chriſtia- 

8 nity 
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nity : Nr was Religion ever proftitated to 
Quatrels aud Faction, till it was found worth 
while for Chriſtian Infidels ' to make it 2 
Trade, and of Conſequence to their worldly 
Affairs, to domineer, tyrannize over, and to 
deſtroy one another. And as theſe Enemies 
of the Croſs of Chriſt came into the Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſtianity; ſo did Iniquity abound, 
and all ſecurity in Sin creep in too; and 
then the Piety, and firſt Feryour of Chriſtians 
languiſhed, decreaſed, and died away. Then 
hoi pollos, the Maſs of Chriſtians, fell into 
the looſe Meaſures and Maxims of the 
World, and governed their Minds, and re- 
gulated their? Wills, according to the faſhion 
able Divinity of the Times, and the corrupt 
Morals of the Age, whoſe bad Practiſes want 
as bad Principles for their Support; by theſe 
Means God is diſobeyed, his Favour for- 
feited, his Truth deſerted, his Diſpleaſure 
wilfully incurred, for the ſake of ſome crea- 
ted Good, which is an Idol ſet up in our 
Hearts. And this Complaint God makes 
by the Prophet, Jer. ii. 13. They have: forſaken 
me, the Fountain f living Waters, and hewed 
out to themſelces Wee broken * that 
wil bold no Pater. 

Theſe vicious Diſorders which: niche: the 
Souls of Men go on inidefiance of Religion, 
that ſink and 29 them into a Ser- 
pentine Craft 'Tricking-Policy, which is 2 

diabelical Cunning from below, the Reſem- 
blance and Ape of Divine Wiſdom from A- 
bove, becatife it belies ſo divine and excel- 
fent a Vertue: Theſe Diſorders, I ſay, when 


"ey {etze the Heads and Hearts of nomi- 
nal 
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the Doctrine of the Croſs, 43 
nal - Chriſtians, they become i of 
that Key of Mind, which is 4 noceſfary 
Preparation to the being a good Chriſtian. 
TR have not treatable Underſtandings to 

ay Things * gr ni to examine the firſt 
1 and their Conſequences, but turn 
their Minds wholly. to cloſe Contrivatices of 
Diſſimulation and Falfhood: 5 to baſe and 
mean Purpoſes, queſtioning the great Truths 


of God, and with a+ profane Mimichety, 


ſneer ing at all ſacred Things. They want 
an Elevation of Mind, 2 Compaſs of Know- 
ledge, a Flame of Divine Thoughts, to ex- 
preſs a genuine Hamility, and an anaffected 
Contempt of this Life; but their artificial 


Courage will one Day leave them; for with- 


out Conſeience, it ſtarts at the othet World, 
and leaves them diſpirited when they have 
moſt need of Support. To conſider that 


they have done their utmoſt to debauch 


Mankind, will be no Pleafure at that fad 
Time; for unleſs. they can demonſtrate the 
Grounds of Atheiſin, common Senſe will 
put us upon a Proviſion beyond the Grave: 

their Bafineſs has been, not to mend Princi- 
ples, but to deſtroy them; and inſtead of 
conferring Grace, to corrupt Humane Na- 
ture more and more; they have imagined 
themſelves the ſoveraign Judges of Good and 
Evil, and have aſſumed a Power paramount 
to Goſpel and Law, by making Vice the 
Standard of Virtne. Thus all Chiſmatical 
Errors are cured by Atheiſm, and the falſe 
Religion of Popery deſtroyed, by W no 
Chriſtian Trachs to e | 


| . 
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What a wide Difference is here between 
the Primitive and Modern Chriſtians! we 
have more reaſon to be cautious and felft- 
denying, than thoſe who lived in the firſt 
Ages of Religion; for then the Hiſtory of 
our Faith was freſh;-and the Proofs lay near- 
er to Senſe; then Miracles were frequent to 
refreſh their Memories, and quicken their 
Zeal; their very Sufferings were awakening 
. Circumſtances, and a Guard upon their Vir- 
tue; their being ill uſed in this World, made 
them take more Care for the other. Now 
we having none of theſe Advantages, have 
more need of Diſcipline, pious Thoughts 
and Recollection, and ought to take more Care 
than ever to ſtand off from the Temptations 
of the World, and Devil; for whatever de- 
bauches our Appetites, and over-heats our 
inordinate Affections, ought by all Means to 
be avoided, if we would be Chriſtians in- 
deed ; for to have no good Principles, is to 
have no Reaſon to be good. | © 
To keep a Temper then in Adverſity, and 
poſſeſs our Souls in Patience; to carry a calm 
and compoſed Mind through a troubled Sea, 
as it alleviates the Calamity, ſo it ſhews him 
that ſo bears it, to have a great Preſence of 
Mind, and to be that Man of Underſtand- 
ing Solomon ſpeaks of, Prov. xvii. 27. Of an 
excellent Spirit. For every Chriſtian owes ſo 
much to himſelf, and the Concern he has for 
his own Happineſs, as to think it much bet- 
ter to be undone here, than hereafter ; as 
knowing God can make up the Damage in 
this in the next World, or both, as he ſees 


molt convenient for our Salvation. For 
the 
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the ſacred Books of the Golpel Are a Polleſ- 
ſion of ſo high a Value, that they muſt 
needs Expoſe the Owner to much aniget > 

o- 


Chriſt is ſometimes pleaſed to make rhe 


ſeſſion of himſelf very coftly ; when Chriſti- 
anity marks us out for Deſtruction, and a 


Man cannot buy the Truth, but he muſt þay 
down his deareſt Blood and Life for it, fo that 


he that will loſe his Life for Chrift's ſake 


and the Goſpel's, ſhall find it for ever. The 


firſt Ages of the Church had 4 rote abtin- 
dant Experience of this Work; what the 


Churchmen planted by their Preaching; they 


watered with their Blood ; and for any Man 


to give up his Name to Chriſtianity in thoſe 


Days, was to Liſt himfelf a Martyr ; and 


bid Adieu to this World. Therefore they 


ated up to the Apoſtle's Example, Heb. 10. 
took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, 


and rg the Extremity of Torture, re- 


ceived the Sentence of Death without the 
leaſt Concern, and were glad of fo honour- 
able a Call into the other World, remem- 
bring that dreadful Sentence of -Condemna- 


tion, from the Mouth of our Saviour, 7 will 


deny him, Mat. 10. 33. Whoſoever ſhall deny 
me before Men, him will I deny before my Father 
which is in Heaven. They knew no Man 
cou'd be happy before Death; they that 
thought themſelves to be fo, did but-uſurp 
the Name, and therefore they reckoned them- 


ſelves happy that they had two Worlds to 


lay hold on, and that to enjoy true Happi- 
neſs, they muſt go out of themſelyes, tra- 
vel into a very far Country, for the Pearl of 
great Price that they 8 for, was not to 
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be found in the Indies, but in Paradiſe, where 
the Spirits of juſt Men are made perfect. 
They were honeſt in a right Line, Linea 
refta brevuiſſima, and firm to ſuch Principles 
of ſolid Goodneſs, as carry'd in them Vo- 
lumes of Inſtructions, ſuch as gave Stability 
to Life, and ſettled them upon Fundamen- 
tal Vertues: Conſtancy, Fidelity, Reſignati- 
on, and Perſeverance; theſe were the Gems 
adorn'd thoſe noble Minds. 


Nov, if we are Chriſtians, what they 


ſaid and did muſt have great Weight, their 
Piety, their Learning, their Reſolution 
was extraordinary; they acted generouſly, 
and wrote freely, and were always a- 
bove the little Regards of Intereſt or 
Danger; they were the Worthies of Chri- 
ſtendom, the Flower of Humane Nature, and 
the Glory of our Race : Then Vertue flou- 
riſhed, and then People lived up to that 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. But now how unlike 
is the modern Chriſtian's Life, how ſtrangely 
miſmanaged, and how much does it diſpleaſe! 
tor where Crimes ſtands unrepented of, Guilt 
is of an abject, mean, and cruel Nature; 
and to thoſe whoſe Thoughts are gloomy and 
miſgiving, there's nothing but Faintneſs 
and Fever upon the Spirits of fuch People. 
For when Adverſity and Calamity overtake 
ſuch ill Men, it fits heavy upon em, it over- 
ſets the Soul with Anguiſh, and they are in 
no Condition to maintain a Chriſtian War- 
fare; then Remorſe of Conſcience carries 
the Face of an Execution, and looks like the 
Vengeance of Heaven upon the Wicked: 
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Hi ſunt qui trepidant, & ad omnia fulgura pallant 
Cum tonat. e 
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While the Sunſhine of Proſperity continues, 


they are impudent, noiſy, and gay; but on 


the Approach of Misfortunes, none more 
diſpirited ; this is the Condition of all thoſe 
who truſt in Wrong and Robbery, and will 
be rich ; this 1s the Caſe of thoſe, unleſs they 
can ſleep over their Crimes, who give their 
Conſcience an Opiate, and take Shelter in A- 
theiſm. Now to ſuch People, Death is the 
greateſt Object of Terror, becauſe they can 
expect no Welcome in the other World. The 
Primitive Innocence then, is the beſt Ingre- 
dient in the Chriſtian's Life; for if we would 

be armed againſt the worſt that may happen, 
we mult take heed to the Thing that is 
Right, for that only will bring a Man Peace 


at the laſt ; for there is no defending wicked 


Principles or Practices, without going off 
from Divine Revelation, and taking Shelter 
in the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs ; Chriſtiani- 
ty won't bear the Argument, and we are loſt 
upon the Syſtem of the Apoſtolick Creed ; 
for it Unrighteouſneſs ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God, and all muſt appear be-. 


| | fore the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, without 


diſpute 'tis much better to be a Beggar than 
an ill Man. But all they, who delight in the 
Lord, whoſe Heart rejoices in .the Liying 
God, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven, will 
make it their Care to reſemble the Manners, 
to practiſe the Rules, and reach up to the 
Improvements of the . Bleſſed, who inhabit 
there ; for every Man, who has this Hope in 
H 2 - him 
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him, will purify himſelf, even as God is pure: 
But the Bleſſedneſs of Holy Men in a ſuffer- 
ing State, is to the Carnal Mind a ſtrange 
Aſſertion, that Men in Exile, under Calum- 
ny, Diſgrace, and Perſecution, ſhovld be 
happier and more bleſt than they; and 
that their very Sufferings ſhould” make em 
ſo. ; for he is bleſt in the Cauſe for Which he 
ſuffers, the Name of Chriſt, or the Practice 
of Chriſtian Righteouſneſs. There 15.3, king 
in ſuffering, which may very, well make u 
miſerable, when we are ſenfible we deſerve 
it, when, we ſuffer for notorious Crimes ; St. 
Peter warns us, Let none of you ſuffer (lays. he) 
as a Murderer, or as a Thief; but when we 
have done nothing to deſerve the Rage and. 
Malice of our Enemies, but our Suffering is | 
merely for doing well, for adhering ſteadily | 
to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, to the Practice of 
Holineſs and Vextue; then if any Man ſuffer 
ler him nor be aſhamed, bur let him glorify, | 
God on this Behalf; tis then a Bleſſing and | 
an Honour done us, that we have an Op- 
portunity of teſtif f der Fidelity to our 
Lord and Maſter, by ſuffering for his, ſake ; 
for, when the holy, Sufferer ſtands.moſt in 
need of Religion to ſupport him, under theſe 
calamitous Pteſſures, he looks back upon the 
like, in the Holy One and beſt beloved of 
God, and ſees and reſts upon a Promiſe of 
Reward, exemplified in ſuch an Inſtance, as, | 
is a ſure Pledge and Earneſt of his Hopes, 
and in the Contemplation of the 'Glories of | 
Chriſt, he preſents his Soul with a. living 
Image of his own; for tis Chriſt our Lord, 
who is ſtruck at by the Malice of wicked 

| | eu, 
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Men, tis him they deſpiſe, and his Laws 


and Commands they wou'd aboliſh and de- 
ſtroy; but being above their Power, and out 
of the Reach of theit Inſolence, his faithful 


Saints and Servants muſt bear his Name in 


Perſecutions, and receive the Wounds gi- 
ven to his Authority. | | | 

The bleſſed Martyr Archbiſhop, TLaud. 
(Chriſt's Repreſentative in this reh learnt 
of his Divine Teacher and Maſter, this: 


Heavenly Fruth, that Perſecution is +l 


ſing, and he behaved” himſelf conformable. to 
that bleſſed Example 3 well as Doctrine; 
being put to Death through the Malice of” - 
Men, who were not able to reſiſt the Wiſe 
dom and the Spitit, by which he ſpake ; 
he was Perſecuted for ghteouſneſs ſake; 
he. begg'd of God to forgive his Enemies, 
and to give him that Mralire of Grace, that: 
for their Hatred he might return Love; for 


the Curſing Bleſſing, and for their Perſecu- 


n that he might pray for em. The Blood 
of this Great and Learned Prelate was pour- 
ed out like Water, for his endeavouring to 
give Life, and, revive. the Primitive Diſci- 
pline in this Church, when the Corruptions 
of the Times cou d not bear Amendment; 


for this he was hated, for this he fell a Sa- 


crifice,, and dy'd a Martyr. for the beſt 
Church in the whole World; he bad two 


_ Faults that were unpardonable in this 


World, he loved the, Church and the King, 
Charles the Firſt, one of the beſt Kings that 
ever lived, and the. moſt pious Martyr 
that ever ſuffered! Our. Church is not inſen- 
ſible of the Glories of this Saint-like King, 

"me 
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that Portion of Royal Blood ſo divinely ſhed 
for the Preſervation of Epiſcopacy and the 
Laws of this Land, for both of which he 
was a Martyr; and tho' his Perſecutions 
might ſeem, to the Eye of the World, a 
Curſe to him here, becauſe they deprived him 
of an Earthly Diadem, yet he choſe rather 
to loſe his Empire, than deſtroy his Princi- 
ples, and ſacrifice his Religion; for this Rea - 
ſon he died a Martyr for his People, and in 
his Life, and by his Death, he truly was the 
Defender of the Faith; His Chriſtian Beha- 
viour in his laſt and ſevere Conflicts, when 
the Nation was too calmly. a Spectator of 
that Part of his Life, to ſuffer wicked Men, 
Sons of Belial, to purſue him furiouſly to 
Death, which one Day wou'd be the Cauſe - 
of their own Deſtruction. But he made his 
Perſecutions a Bleſſing, by excelling all others 
as much in Chriſtian Graces as in Temporal 
Dignity ; for when the All-wiſe God thought 
fir to turn the ſuffering Side upon him, and 
expoſe him to every kind of Trial, how mag- 
nanimous was his Piety in his Sufferings! 
the Afflictions that ſorrounded his Royal 
Head, did not deface, but beautify this truly 
Chriſtian Prince, ſet him off to greater Ad- 
vantage, as Tears ſhow beauteous Faces 
ſtill more beautiſul. View this injured Ma- 
jeſty from the Throne to the Scaffold; in 
Life, the Pattern of a good Prince, and in 
his Death, of a good Chriſtian ; he ſeem'd 
to be born with a Prerogative of Nature, 
bleſt with à ſuperior Genius, and made of 
richer Materials for Senſe and Vertue than 
other People; thoſe Advantapes raiſed him 
| tr 
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to that Pitch of Majeſty and Diſtinction, 


that made his Pen almoſt equal to his Scep- 


tre ; his Royal Remains are ſuch an Image of 
a heavenly Life, as ſpeak his great Soul well 
acquainted with the hardeſt Parts of the 


Chriſtian Religion, Reſignation to the Will 

of God, forgiving Enemies, and Perſecution - 
for Righteouſneſs ſake ; he trod exactly in 
the Steps of his bleſſed Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, 
and in the Heat of a mercileſs Rebellion, 


pray d for his very Murtherers, Father for- 
give them, they know not what they do; copying 


after Him, who made this a Law, and firſt 


obeyed it Himſelf, the ever bleſſed Jeſus : 
How the Royal Cauſe might appear to Re- 


bels, who look d through a Vizard of Religi- 


on, or to a carnal Eye, that ſees no farther 
than the Shadows or Pageantry of this World; 
yet to à Chriſtian, his laſt Day was the moſt 
glorious of his Reign, and he was more 
happy when he aſcended the Scaffold, than 
when he firſt mounted the Royal Throne; 
more happy and more victorious, than if he 
had trod his Enemies under his Feet ; he 


ained a nobler Triumph, an immerſable 
Ces he fought alone thro' a Red Sea of 


Blood, that God might honour the Royal 
Cauſe, and own his Martyr. for more than 
"Conqueror. For who ſhall ſeparate ſuch 
excellent Souls from the Love of Chriſt ? 
ſhall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, 
or the Sword.? — No! in all theſe Things 


they are ever victorious ; appointed Follow- 
ers of Chriſt by Long-ſuffering, by the Word 


of Truth, by the Power of God, by the Ar- 
mour of Righteouſneſs. The firſt and beſt 
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of Chriſtians tejoyced that they were count- 
ed worthy to ſuffer Shame for His ſake, and 
reckon d it an Honour and a Happineſs, that 
to them it was given in the behalf of Chriſt. 
not only. to believe on him, but alſo to ſuffer 
for him; for ſo perfecuted they the Prophets 
which were before you. | 

Theſe noble Precedents, the Saints and 
Martyrs in all Ages, are given as another 
Reaſon why we ſhould rejoyce under all 
ſorts of Perſecution for Righteouſneſs ſake ; 
for ſo, &c. Tis a mighty Comfort to us, that 
ſo many good Men have gone before us to 
their Eternal Reſt with God, and have al- 


ſured us that the Path of the Righteous will 
lead us to Glory. Twas the Prayer of the 


Primitive Chriſtians, Omnibus cum fignd fidei 
defunctis, da Lucem, Pacem, Requiem & Re- 
frigerium, (i. e.) Give Light, Peace, Reſt, 


and Refreſhment to all thoſe who have died 
with the Sign of Faith; which was Baptiſm - 


in the Language of the firſt Fathers; and in 
a more eminent Senſe to ſuffer Martyrdom, 
was to be baptized in their own Blood, ac- 
cording to that of our Saviour; Are ye able 
to be baptized with the Baptiſm that I am bapti- 


⁊ed with? ſpeaking of his Crucifixion ; which 


was the New Commandment he gave to his 
Diſciples, Greater Love hath no Man than 
this, that a Man lay down his Life for his 
Friends; that ye love one another as I have 
loved you. What a Comfort and an Honour 


then mult it be to ſuffer for the ſame good 


Cauſe ! and in the ſame manner, as ſo many 
bright Examples of Faith and Piety have al- 
ready done ! The holy Men of God, from 

righteous 
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11 ghteous Abel down to Zacharias, and in all 
Ages ſince, from Chriſt the. Captain 27 out 
Salvation, many faithful Soldiers. and good 
Chriſtians have paſſed the fame bloody Vale 
of Death to that Perfection, and that exceeds 
ing reat Reward: Theſe” are they who 
came out of great Tribulation, have obrain- 
ed'to this Rach Kare by endaring AMi&ions, 
and continuing Faithful ke ene ache chere“ 
fore they are before the Throne of God; and 
ſerve him Day and Night in his Temple. 
And is it no 'Honour, think” ye, to be uſed 
as the beſt of Men, as the greareſt Lumina. 
ries and Glories of Chriſt's Church have ever 
been? Is it no Honour to be Partakety, of 
Chriſt's Sufferings, and conformed to our 
Divine Maſter and General in this Warfare? 
Süre tis! that the Diſciple be as his Maſter; 
and the Servant as his Lord; for if they 
have perſecuted one, they will ao per- 
lecute the other. Had the Goſpel of Chrilk 
never been perſecuted, we'con ior! ſo well 
have known that its Doctrines were. for of 
Men; and had it not been victorious at Jaft; 
we con'd not have concluded that its Po- 
crines muſt needs be of God; for had Per- 

ſecutions been Perpetual, they wou'd have 
loſt their End, for which way ſhou'd the 
Wend be ſatisſied that the perſecuted Faith 
was God's Word? But When it flontifhed 
and proſpered by Means ſo ſeemingly con- 
trary, through fo many black and tedious 
Storms, when the State of Religion was 
confirmed in Peace and Tranquility, and it 
reigned over Meus Hearts at laſt, in many 
outward valuable Bleſſings to God's Church, 
1 we 
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e muſt then conclude, that God was in 
her of a Truth, that God did maintain his 
ver Iſtael out of all his Troubles, and gene- 
rally ſpeaking for dee te Body 
of Chriſt ; the Church is; moſt happy when 
leaſt expoſed to ſevere and trying Afflictions, 
nd 2. calm undiſturbed. exercilc of the, true 
eligion, is preferable to thoſę boiſterous 
Storms of Perſecution, ; where;thbo' ſome few 
may eminentiy diſtinguiſh, themſelves by their 
great Picty and Knowledge in Chriſtianity, 
yet the Broſ and Chaff of Mankind, 0 are 
themſelves, will greedily make Shipwrecł of 
Faith and à good Conſcien ce. 
Jo conclude. The finiſhing Joy and Hap- 
pineſs, of all, che perſecured Saints and Ser 
vants of God is, their Reward in Heaven.; 
Great is their Reward in Heaven. This Pro- 
ſpect viewed with an Eye of Faith, and the 
Conſcience of Well- doing, makes the Yoak 
of Chriſt eaſy, and Religion pleaſant, from 
the boding Inſtinct of a future Re ward, and 
the Aſſurance of a Recompence from God. 
the Rewarder of Vertue. And we find the 
Goſpel Writings urge Vertue from the Pro- 
ſpect of Heaven, and the Hopes of that Glo- 
1 and Immortality God has reſerved for it. 
s a ſutable Happineſs had been promiſed to 
reward many, Chriſtian Vertues ; ſo in this 
Caſe our Lord aſſures the . perſecuted Chri- 
ſtian, that as his Sufferings for him upon 
Earth were great, ſo. ſhould: alſo his Reward 
in Heaven be; that as his Faith and Courage 
in bearing all, degrees of Perſęcution for 
Chrilt's ſake, was above the ordinary Pirgh 
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of Goodneſs and Vertue, ſo ſhould his Re- 
ward-alfo be a brighter Crown of Glory than 


other Saints enjoy, who paſſed this World 


with' tefs / Hardſhips, Trials and Temptati- 
ons; he ſhou d find his Happineſs anſwerable, 
proportionably great in reſpect of others and 
his on Sufferings; for we find a Prophets 
Re ward differs in Degree, from that of a 
Righteous or a Good Man, larger Commu- 
nications of the Glories of God, of the Foun- 
tain of Life and Light; St. Peter words it 
Partakers of the Divine Nature, (i. e.) of ſuch 
2 Bliſs and Gloty às reſembles the Divine; 
to know the Wonders of Gad's Eſſence, the 
Beauty of his Pexfections and Attributes, all 


the Reaſons of his Providence, all the Trea- 
ſares of his Wiſdom, and the Riches of his 


to the Faculties of 8 Spirits, to the 
goodly Fellowſhip of the Prophets, to the 


glorious Company of the Apoſtles, and the 
noble Army of Martyrs, to thoſe great and 
benevolent Spirits, who purchaſed their Hap- 
—4 at Aa great Expence, and made their 

ay to Heaven through the Miſeries of this 
World; their Conditions will be particularly 


great, they ſhall ſhine as Stars on their Thrones 
for ever and ever, where with open Face be- 


holding the Glory of the Lord, we ſhall be 


changed into the ſame Image from Glory to 


Glory, 


* 
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Glory, and from the Contemplation of the Divine 
Glories with our Underſtandings, and the Love of 
em with our Wills and Affections, reſults the inef- 
fable Joy of ſeeing God; in this conſiſts the Eſſence 
of Eternal Life, and the Perfection of our Ha ppi- 
neſs. Now if we hope to ſee God as He is righte- 
ous, holy and true, we ' muſt take Care to adorn 
our Souls with thoſe Vertues, which bear rhe Image 
of God upon em; and indeed they are the:neceſſa- 
ry e er which Fon has e N T0. — 
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the Sas > Places and Company, wou d be no 


Emanations of the Light of God's Countenance, * 

the ſame to the Bleſt in Heaven, as the Sun is to 

the Inhabitants of this Earth, the ſame in Reſem- 
blance, tho infinitely greater in Proportion; and as 

the e Light is uſed peculiarly: ro expreſs God, 

1 John 1.5. ſo it is ro expreſs Eternal Happineſs ';. 

Iz thy Licks nal we ſee Light, Plal. 36. 9, and as 

we fear and truſt in God, we ſhall ſee more or "leſs 

of Him, and approach nearer to that Light, wich 

now no Man can ſee and live. The brighteſt Saint 

will have rhe brighreſt Crown, and rhe- greareſt Suf- 

ferer, the greateſt degree of Reward; for ſuch 

righreous Souls was this Kingdom prepared: from 
the Foundation of the World. Tis the Righteeus 

only will receive the joyful Sentence of, Come ge 
Bleſſed of my. Father; for the Ungodly wi not be 
able to ſtand in the judgment, nor Sinners, in the 

Congregation of the Righreous; for this Lighr-of 
the Wicked will be put out In :obſcure Darkneſs: 
they will go to the Generation of their (0 x on and 

never ſee Light. 

Now to Thee! who art RE King of Glory, 0 
Chriſt ! To Thee, O bleſſed Jeſus, who prayeſt 
for thy Preſecutors ! Be aſcribed, with. the 17 7 
and Eternal Spirit, (One God in Trinity) all | 
nour, Glory, and Praiſe, now, and for NEBR 


Amen, 


